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Invitation to the XVIthAll-Sokol Slet 2018 in Prague 

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 

Although we are from many countries, we have so much 

in common that binds us together ς a positive relationship 

to an active way of life, exercise and sport, and our shared 

commitment to values such as democracy, humanism and 

fair play principles in sport. And because friends should meet 

up, I am pleased to hereby invite you ς personally and 

on behalf of the Czech Sokol Organization ς to this great 

celebration of sport, culture and community, 

the XVIth All-Sokol Slet, which is taking place in Prague 

from 1 to 6 July 2018. 

All-Sokol Slets have a long tradition stretching across three 

centuries ς the first All-Sokol Slet took place in 1882 

on the 20th ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ƻƪƻƭΩǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ς and it has continued to the present day despite 

adverse historical periods such as the two world wars and totalitarian regimes. After the 2nd world 

war in the times of non-freedom the Headquarters of Czechoslovak Sokol abroad has been keeping 

the tradition of Sokol Slets and has organized seven All-Sokol Slets until 1990. All-Sokol Slets have 

secured this long life not just through the will to continue the tradition, but especially through their 

modern content which has always corresponded to the interests and needs of the generations which 

have taken part. 

All-Sokol Slets are ƴƻǘ άƧǳǎǘέ ŀ ǎƘƻǿ ƻŦ Ƴŀǎǎ ƎȅƳƴŀǎǘƛŎǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ όǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƳǇƻǎƛƴƎύΣ 

with various cultural and social events, sports contests and shows, stage performances and a number 

of educational events also taking place. 2018 will be no different, with the XVIth All-Sokol Slet 

part of the celebrations of the 100th anniversary of the end of the Great (i.e. First World) War, 

to be commemorated across the world. The All-Sokol Slet also has a less formal role, providing 

the opportunity to meet informally and form new friendships. 

Every All-Sokol Slet also includes the involvement of international guests ς both active participants 

in gymnastics and sports performances, and also guests and spectators. Representatives of three 

continents ς Europe, America and Australia ς have taken part in recent All-Sokol Slets. 

Their performances have always provided great enrichment to the Slet programme. It would give 

us enormous pleasure if you could come to Prague and help us maintain this tradition. 

I look forward, along with the whole Czech Sokol Organization, to being able to welcome you in July 

2018 to the heart of Europe and the XVIth All-Sokol Slet in Prague, to which you are warmly invited. 

 

 

 

 

LƴƎΦ Iŀƴŀ aƻǳőƪƻǾł 

Head of Czech 
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Czech Sokol 

Sokol is a unique organisation not just within the Czech Republic, but also from a global perspective ς 

both in terms of its long history and the breadth of its mutually complementary and overlapping 

activities. Sokol (means Falcon in English) is the oldest gymnastics organisation in the Czech Republic 

and also one of the oldest sports organisations still operating in Europe and the world. Sokol was 

established in 1862 and soon expanded across the world ςfurther Units were set up within the Czech 

lands along the model of the first Sokol organisation, Prague Sokol, and an umbrella organisation was 

later formed ς the Czech Sokol Organization ό2Ŝǎƪł ƻōŜŎ ǎƻƪƻƭǎƪł in Czech language). Sokol 

organisations were established across the world along the model of Czech Sokol, mainly in Europe 

but also in the United States of America, and eventually in Australia and Africa.  

From its beginnings, {ƻƪƻƭΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƭƭ-round physical and mental development 

ς in the spirit of Ancient Greek kalos kagathos ς thus elevating the whole of society.   

{ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘΣ {ƻƪƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛǎƳΤ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 

has included the fight against nationalist oppression and it has promoted the principles of democracy 

and humanism. 

Over its history, Sokol has also generated material and other assets which have served to meet 

not just the objectives of programme of Sokol itself, but also the needs of the whole of Czech, 

or Czechoslovak, society. Sokol has built hundreds of Sokolovna gyms, renovated Michna Palace, and 

was involved in building Strahov stadium.  In the intellectual sphere, it has been involved 

in education, publishing and cultural activities, built cinemas, etc. 

Organisationally, Sokol comprises Sokol Units which are associated within Sokol districts. 

Its headquarters is the Czech Sokol Organization (2Ŝǎƪł ƻōŜŎ ǎƻƪƻƭǎƪł ς 2h{ύΦ Sokol organisations 

provide an extensive recreational programme. They facilitate increased physical fitness through 

gymnastics and sports activities of a general and particular nature, as well as participation 

in the cultural and social life of Sokol Units. It is all this together which is typical for Sokol. 

The Sokol programme is open and accessible to new ideas. It offers a modern programme attractive 

to the contemporary generation ς the Czech Sokol Organization currently includes over 1150 

SokolUnits, and has around 160 000 members representing all age categories. Members can pursue 

their interests in three basic fields ς in sport for all, in performance and top-level sport, and also 

in the cultural and social sphere.  
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Sokol versatile training (ǎƻƪƻƭǎƪł ǾǑŜǎǘǊŀƴƴƻǎǘ in Czech language) has always been open to everyone. 

It develops your mobility ς speed, strength, dexterity and endurance, it teaches you to win and lose, 

not to give up if you fail, not to be afraid. You will find people from every generation doing versatile 

training, who are not striving to give a high-level sports performance, but are rather training for 

general fitness, health, pleasure, experience. 

Top Sokol athletes have represented the country at large international competitions and at the 

Olympic Games. Sokol Units discover and nurture young talent. The Czech Sokol Organization records 

2000 Sokol Units of various performance levels within roughly ninety sports fields. 

In line with the need for harmonic development of the body and mind, Sokol also undertakes cultural 

and educational activities. There are almost two hundred amateur dramatic, puppet, folk and music 

ensembles and choirs which keep national traditions alive and develop creativity, and help to nurture 

a cultural and social life even in small towns and villages. Sokol cultural activities also include 

exhibitions and talks. 

The Czech Sokol OrganizationΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŜŎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘe training and further professional 

development of voluntary trainers, coaches, instructors and other volunteers. 
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Czech Republic ς the Heart of Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Czech Republic is located in Central Europe, covers an area 

of 30450 sq. miles, and has 10.5 million inhabitants. Due to its 

location, the CR is easily accessible from all over Europe. 

The Czech Republic has an illustrious history that dates back 

to the 7thcentury. The CR is also known for its amazing natural 

beauty and stunning architecture. You can visit many UNESCO 

heritage sites here. In addition, the Czech Republic is one of the worldΩǎ safest countries. 

  

Currency: /ȊŜŎƘ /Ǌƻǿƴ ό/½YΣ Y2) 

м ϵ Ґ нс CZK 

1 USD = 23 CZK 

Weather in July: ноϲ/Σ ŦƛƴŜ 

Official language: Czech 
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Prague ς a Jewel in the Centre of Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prague is the capital of the Czech Republic and, with over 1.2 million residents, also the largest city. 

Prague is located in Central Bohemia. The history of Prague dates back to the year 880. Tourists from all 

over the world come to Prague to see its amazing architecture, ancient monuments and stunning views, 

and also to enjoy a great meal. The city has one of the best transport systems in Europe and 

is easily accessible from all European and most international airports. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


